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General Info

Another Summer Gone By
As another summer comes to an end, I once again can’t figure
out how it goes by so fast. This year might seem quicker then
most seeing how Mother Winter extended her stay.
A cooler summer then most but a cooler summer on Barlow is
still pretty darn good.
Lots of boat activity, plenty of floating on the water – another
excellent 4th of July fireworks display – more family memories
and good times by the fire.
Have a safe fall and Winter – See you next summer

IT IS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO WATCH A SUNSET AND NOT
DREAM

Association Officers / Area Captains
Believe it or not – we now have every position filled for the
association and area captains – thanks for stepping in
Association Officers:
President: Luke Miller

Area Captains:

Special Interest
Coordinators

Vice President: Mike

Area 1: Jim and Mary Lou
Johnson / Luke Miller

Fireworks: Earl Krol

Cunningham

Area 2: Greg Oatley

Boat Parade: Mary Lou Johnson

Secretary: Barb Cunningham

Area 3: Ruth Hubbard

Treasurer: Don Visser

Area 4: Bob & Wanda Hunt/
Mike & Marilyn Wagner

Fish Contest / Stocking: Mike
Hoekstra

Advertising: Lindsey Nichols

Area 5: Terri Duff / Fred
Ainsworth / Bernice Heys/
Lindsey Nichols

Still looking for any volunteers to
help with advertising, newsletter,
welcoming committee, and
fundraising.

Area 5: Sue O’Brien

2014 Dues Can Still Be Paid
Please send dues to Don Visser,
2480 44th St SE, Kentwood, MI
49512
Dues are critical for Barlow to
continue with fireworks, boat
parade, fish stocking and the
fish contest - $40.00 per year is
not very much compared to
other associations.
For those who would like to

contribute “extra” you can
do so and can have it
directed to the fish funds or
fireworks – simply select
which – or both on the dues
sheet and we will make sure
to apply accordingly.

Thanks to all those that have
paid– we have had some
very generous folks adding
to fireworks and fish
stocking.
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The Lake Is Your Playground
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Dates for your
Calendar
Summer
2015
2015 Association Meetings:
June 6th – 9 AM Yankee Springs Township Hall
August 15th – 9 AM Yankee Springs Township Hall
(TBD)

Fireworks:
July 3rd – Tentative Start at 10:15

Boat Parade:
July 4th
Theme: TBD – will be posted on web site and May newsletter
2:00 PM Start in Turtle Cove
Contact Mary Lou Johnson
795-0009 or mljohnson0009@charter.net

YMCA PICNIC: August 1st – to be confirmed
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Notes from your neighbors

Keep “IT” Clean!
“It” means our lake. Our lake is special because it is ours. Ours to use and ours to take care of. We are
fortunate in that our lake does not have any rivers or streams feeding it that could bring in problems caused
by others. Springs and rainfall feed our lake. This means that we are in control of how clean our lake stays to
a greater extent than many lakes.
I think that Barlow Lake residents have done a good job keeping the lake clean over the years because I
don’t know that I can see any difference in the water quality from when I was little (1950’& 1960’s) until
now. My opinion on the quality of our lake water is not very scientific as it is just based on looking at the
water and swimming in it. However; I have seen bodies of water that clearly didn’t look good and that I
would not want to swim in.
To continue to keep our lake clean we must look at everything we do and ask if we are doing it in the best
way possible for water quality. This includes boat fueling and maintenance, lawn and yard care and just
keeping all the stuff we use every day from falling, or being blown or thrown into the lake. Even organic
materials such as leaves and weeds will gradually fill in the lake or need to be removed by a lake resident
when they wash up on shore.
We have all seen a lot of information about how to keep the lake clean such as using special fertilizers etc.
so I don’t need to repeat all that. I would like to just remind everyone to take the time to do what we already
know how to do and pass these good habits along to those new to the lake including visitors and renters.
Barlow Lake residents have kept the lake clean in the past so I have no doubt that we can and will keep it
clean for the future. Keeping the lake clean is certainly easier than having to clean it up after the damage has
been done.
Thank you for doing your part to make Barlow Lake such a great lake!

Notes from your neighbors

Keep BARLOW Safe!
It seems an odd time of year to be writing about boating safety with boating activity set to slow down after the
Labor Day holiday. We just had Sergeant Julie Jones and Deputy Bill Johnson from the Barry County Sheriff’s
Department Marine Patrol attend the August 6th Association meeting to talk with us about boating safety and
boating laws.
At our meeting Sergeant Jones and Deputy Johnson reviewed some of the most important laws and common
violations that pertain to Michigan lakes and the lakes within Barry County.
Did you know?
1. Paddleboards need to have life jackets with them!
2. Everyone born after July 1, 1996 (18 years old now) can only operate a boat legally if they have
been issued a boating safety certificate and have it on board the boat. If you were born before July
1, 1996 you do not need a boating safety certificate (lucky you!) For PWC’s (Jet Ski’s) you must be
at least 16 years old and have obtained a boating safety certificate if you were born after
December 31, 1978. Anyone born before December 31, 1978 may operate a PWC without a
boating safety certificate. In addition there are other boat and PWC operating regulations for
those less than 16 years old.
3. There are many types and sizes of life jackets. Be sure to have the right quantity, type and size on
board for each passenger on board.
There are of course many other laws regarding safe boating. These laws can be found in many places including
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources website - www.michigan.gov/dnr. A boating safety certificate
may be obtained online, in some schools and at least once per year in a course sponsored by the Sheriff’s
department.
We are fortunate to have a lake that is large enough to be considered an all sports lake (Barlow Lake is about
187 acres). Barlow Lake is not so large however that it does not get crowded on summer weekends and
holidays. Crowded conditions present the greatest chance of an accident due to large waves and lots of boat
traffic to keep track of. During these conditions it is especially important to be obeying the boating safety laws
and most important to be very vigilant and on the lookout for danger. Remember that it is always possible to
stop or “go around” if the path in front of you becomes blocked or congested. This is especially important in
the “narrows” part of the lake.
Finally: I have only seen one accident on the lake and that was this summer on a day when there were almost
no boats on the lake. The incident looked severe enough than it could have been tragic. I was reminded by this
incident of how suddenly lots of fun could be changed to immense grief by a moment’s lack of concentration
or awareness of danger. During the years I have spent on Barlow Lake the number, size and power of the boats
has increased a lot. It will take a corresponding increase in our safety awareness and concentration to maintain
the level of safety we have historically enjoyed.
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Barlow Lake Newsletter

Ipsum a volutpat ornare, metus
sem tincidunt magna, eu varius
enim dolor id sem.
FISH

FISHER-PERSON

DATE OF CATCH

SIZE

Sm. Mouth Bass

Owen Huizenga

8/3/14

21 1/16 in

Walleye

Jared Nichols

7/12/14

23 in

Green Sunfish

Hope Johnson

Northern Pike

Roger Shoemaker

6/25/14

39 7/8 in

Lg Mouth Bass

David Hoekstra

7/30/14

20 in

Blue Gill

Nick Hoekstra

7/9/14

9 ½ in

Rock Bass

Hope Johnson

6/19/14

9 in

Sunfish

David Hoekstra

7/30/14

8 3/4 in

Crappie
Brown Bullhead

Pellentesque
venenatis.
6/19/14
8 in

Black Bullhead

Perch
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Pure Michigan

Our Inland Lakes
Michigan’s inland lakes grace our landscape like sparkling jewels. These priceless creations of the last ice age
provide unlimited high quality recreational opportunities for hundreds of thousands of our citizens and visitors
to our magnificent state as well as economic opportunity for
tens of thousands of Michigan residents. The near shore areas
of these freshwater gems provide unique lakefront living
opportunities with enhanced property values that benefit
hundreds of Michigan communities and public school
districts.
The aesthetic, recreational and economic value of Michigan’s
inland lakes will play an important role in creating the
diversified, revitalized and sustainable economy of our
future. Striving to preserve and protect our inland lakes for
future generations is a role that Michigan Lake and Stream
Associations assumed over fifty years ago‐we invite you to
join us and our partners in this worthy endeavor.

MICHIGAN INLAND LAKE FACTS













There are 62,798 inland lakes in Michigan with a surface area of at least 0.1 acres or larger.
Michigan enjoys 1,300 square miles of inland lakes or 1.3 % of Michigan’s total area.
Michigan hosts a total of 11,037 inland lakes of five acres or more in size.
Michigan is graced with 6,516 inland lakes of 10 acres or more in size.
Michigan has 1,148 lakes exceeding 100 acres, 98 lakes exceeding 1,000 acres and 10 lakes over 10,000
acres.
Houghton Lake is the largest inland lake in the state, with a surface area encompassing 20,044 acres.
Torch Lake is Michigan’s largest lake with respect to total water volume with a maximum depth of 285
feet.
Approximately 67% of Michigan’s inland lakes enjoy healthy, high quality aquatic ecosystems.
Michigan’s inland lakes provide critical aquatic habitat for 154 freshwater fish species.
Michigan inland lakes generate approximately $15B in direct and indirect economic activity annually.
The total value of Michigan inland lake shoreline exceeds $200B that generates $3.5B in local property
tax revenue for local governments (Kevern, 2005).
The economic value of Michigan inland lakes is inextricably linked to water quality ‐ poor water quality
and/or excessive aquatic plants or algae may reduce the value of inland lake shoreline property by as
much as 40%. -
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General Lake Information

The
Directory!!

Volunteers Wanted
We are always looking for people to help
– with the newsletter, directory, website,
advertising, fundraising.
News stories, points of interest, pictures to
share.
We reach out every year to try to draw
lake residents in to contribute in anyway.
Interest has been better but we still could
use your help.

THE DIRECTORY IS UPDATED ANNUALLY AND
IS INCLUDED WITH THE SPRING NEWSLETTER
PLEASE REVIEW YOUR INFORMATION AND
SUBMIT CHANGES TO US VIA THE WEBSITE BY
CLICKING ON ASSOCIATION THEN CHOOSING
“EMAIL BARB”.
IF YOU PREFER PAPER, PLEASE MAKE
CHANGES ON THE DUES SHEET- IF YOU PAY
YOUR DUES????

Please take some time
and provide what you
can – even a simple
picture helps a ton.
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